YUAN   CHWAN   ON  INDIA.
Kumara Bhaskara   was  a  friend  of   Harsh a   Vardhana,
Tamralipta was a chief port.
Maharashtra was very powerful : here half the people
almost were Buddhists, King; Pulakesi was brave,
generous,, and popular. Harsa Vardhana made an un-
successful attempt at defeating him,
Yuan Chwang gives curious details regarding the
public buildings, the household furniture, dresses, man-
ners, divisions of time, minute observances of castes,
four castes : Vaisyas are merchants, Sudras are agri-
cultural labourers. He also mentions numerous mixed
castes. He is highly impressed with the truthfulness
and honesty, of the national character ; praises the
administration of justice and speaks of 4 modes of
ordeal. He refers to the partition of the produce of the
royal lands : the ist is for the payment of the state
expenses ; the 2nd is given as Jaigirs for the officers
of State j the 3rd is given to the learned men ; the 4th
is given to the Buddhist and Brahminic sects. Taxes
are light ; every one has and tills hereditary land. + of
the produce is paid as revenue to the king who advances
seed. There are transit duties at the fords of riirers
and on high ways : there is no forced labour, but every
one is obliged to pay reasonable wages. A small army
is kept to guard the frontiers and the king's person.
The rest is levied in time of need. Governors, ministers,
magistrates all receive a certain portion of land to sup.
port them by its produce.
Next he gives details on current literature : 5
sciences are prominent viz, grammar, that of arts and